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• Possible conflict of values : The best
interest of the child must prevail even under
precautionary principles (§ 24)

• Children are not homegeneous group
• Cognitive capacities in development
• Evolving capacities in time
• Prevalence of individual usage from early
age which is challenging for parenting

DSA (Art.28)
Challenges

EC Guidelines on the protection of minors - 14/07/2025

https://digital-
strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/commission
publishes-guidelines-protection-minors

•Setting minors' accounts to private by default (…).

•Modifying the platforms’ recommender systems to lower the
risk of children encountering harmful content or getting stuck in
rabbit holes of specific content, including by advising platforms
to prioritise explicit signals from children over behavioural
signals as well as empowering children to be more in control of
their feeds.

•Disabling by default features that contribute to excessive use,
like (…) " autoplay, or push notifications, as well as
removing removing persuasive design features aimed
predominantly at engagement (…).

•Introducing measures to improve moderation and reporting
tools, requiring prompt feedback, and minimum requirements
for parental control tools.
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• Recommender systems shape what minors
see online, affecting their safety, privacy,
and wellbeing.

• Risks include exposure to harmful content
(e.g. unrealistic beauty standards,
radicalisation) and excessive tracking.

• EU Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 (DSA)
mandates transparency and safety
obligations, especially for VLOPs/VLOSEs.

MITIGATE Online Risks – RS & Search Engines

EC Guidelines DSA (Art.28) § 6.5

• Testing & Adaptation:
Systems must be
regularly tested with
input from minors,
caregivers, and experts.

• Data Protection: Avoid
or limit behavioural data
use; prioritise privacy
and age-appropriate
content.

• Inclusive Design:
Consider age, disability,
and accessibility needs;
focus on fairness and
inclusivity.

• Content Filtering: Block
or deprioritise harmful
or illegal content in
recommendations and
search features.

• User Control: Let minors
reset recommendations
and choose non-profiling
options.

• Clear Feedback: Enable
minors to influence
recommendations and
understand why content
is suggested.

• Accessible Settings: Use
clear, age-appropriate
language in interfaces
and terms.

• Explainability: Clearly
explain why content is
recommended and allow
users to adjust
preferences.

• Ongoing Engagement:
Offer content control
options during
onboarding and
throughout use.

MITIGATE Online Risks – RS & Search Engines
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Clear Feedback: Enable
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HOW TO RENDER EFFICIENT THE BUTTON: 'I don't like this' ?

Major platforms, minor
users: Uncovering risks and
mitigation for children
online

ECAT Research Workshop
2025

Details and submission
guidelines available here:
https://lnkd.in/dttEgRD7
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